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Call for Papers for the Special Session at geoinno2018 

Open creative labs. Platforms of local and global collaborative innovation and 
entrepreneurship 

 

Session organizers: 

Ignasi Capdevila (i.capdevila@psbedu.paris), Oliver Ibert (Oliver.Ibert@leibniz-irs.de), 

Suntje Schmidt (Suntje.Schmidt@leibniz-irs.de), Raphaël Suire (Raphael.suire@univ-

nantes.fr) 

 

Conference: 

4th Geography of Innovation Conference 

January 31st - February 2nd 2018 in Barcelona 

 

In recent years, we have been witnessing the emergence of ‘open creative labs’ such as 

coworking spaces, maker spaces, fab labs, hacker spaces, or living labs. All these spaces 

share a focus on openness, peer-production, knowledge sharing and collaboration 

(Schmidt, Brinks, and Brinkhoff 2014). At the local level, they act as ‘third places’ 

(Oldenburg 2002) that serve as local anchors for both, local and global, communities 

(Capdevila 2015). But, if entrepreneurship capabilities are largely based on networks 

structure (Alvedalen and Boschma 2017), the role of these spaces in knowledge networks 

remains unclear (Suire 2016). 

Some of these spaces contribute, for instance, to the innovative capacity of their 

environment (Schmidt et al. 2017), because they are either embedded in global networks 

and participate in non-local innovation processes (e.g. as startup incubators and 

accelerators) or they are linked to trans-local creativity processes through their users. 

Some scholars recently claimed that such “agencies” could even be to some extent a key 

element in the regional diversification dynamics by allowing some niche (Boschma et al. 

2017). 

This session aims to deepen in the understanding of the innovation and entrepreneurial 

dynamics that take place in such collaborative spaces and the relationship with their local 

and global environment. Suggested topics that would be interesting to address may include 

(but open to further advancements):   

• Which are the dynamics of collective creativity, innovation and collaboration taking 

place inside these labs? How can we conceptualize them? 

• How do open creative labs participate in local innovation dynamics? 

• How do localized communities of innovation emerge? 

• Which are the urban / territorial policy implications of the emergence of open labs? 
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• Which role do these spaces play in the urban and rural economic development? 

• How can labs contribute to the resilience, diversification and transition of territories? 

• How do they interact with other similar spaces at the local and global levels? 

• What is the interplay between ‘physical’ and ‘virtual’ innovation processes? How do 

the ‘local’ and ‘global’ aspects interact? 

• How do they interplay with networks of knowledge? 

 

Deadlines and submissions 

We welcome submissions of Full Papers and Extended Abstracts (minimum 3 pages). 

Submissions must be made electronically on this website: 

http://geoinno2018.com/submit-your-paper/.  

Language for the paper/abstract : English 

All submissions will be peer-reviewed: For special sessions, papers and extended abstracts 

will be reviewed by the Session Manager and the Organizing Committee. The results will 

be individually sent to each author by email. 

 

Deadline: September 10th of 2017 
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